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Mayor "/ Council Members
Merle Aaron Allan Steagall
City Manager Ray Calfee
Darrell Boeske Andy Curry
City Secretary Norman Funderburk
Jason Stuebe David Pierce
Agenda
Humble City Council
Regular Meeting
Thursday, March 24, 2016 6:30 P.M.
City Hall Council Chamber, 114 West Higgins
Humble, Texas
Call to order.

1. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Consent agenda items which consist of ministerial or “housekeeping” items as required
by law. Items may be removed from the consent agenda and discussed by majority vote
of the Council.

Minutes — Regular Meeting Minutes March 10, 2016
Financial Statement

Quarterly Investment Report

Current Invoices

Monthly Department Reports

Correspondence
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3. Ordinance 16-779 providing for the placement of stop signs (both directions) on Carolyn
Street at its intersection with Ferguson Street; providing a penalty for violations; and
providing for severability.

4. Resolution 16-763 providing for the adoption of the 2016 City of Humble Design Criteria
Manual for Wastewater Collection Systems, Water Lines, Storm Drainage, and Street
Paving; and adoption of the 2016 City of Humble Standard Construction Specifications
for Wastewater Collection Systems, Water Lines, Storm Drainage, and Street Paving; and
providing other matters relating to the subject.

Notice is hereby given that a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas
will be held on Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. at the City Hall Council Chamber, 114
West Higgins, Humble, Texas. The following subjects will be discussed, to wit: See Agenda.
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I, the undersigned, do hereby certlfy ﬁ%@&e above Notice of Meeting of the Governing Body of
the City of Humble, Texas, is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that | posted a true and
correct copy of said notice on the bulletin board at City Hall, 114 West Higgins, Humble, Texas
and the City’s website, www.cityofhumble.com. The Agenda and Notice are readily accessible
to the general public at all times. Said Notice and Agenda were posted on March 21%, 2016 at

5:00 P.M. and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours proceeding the scheduled
time of said meeting.

This public notice was removed from the official posting board at the Humble City Hall on the
following date and time: by

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the , day of , 2016.

Notary Public — Harris County, Texas


http://www.cityofhumble.com/
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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QUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT
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MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
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CORRESPONDENCE



Legislative

UPDATE

March 11, 2016
Number 10

Attorney General Beqgins Firearms Sign Investigations

A new provision in the handgun licensing law (Section 411.209 of the Government Code)
authorizes the attorney general to seek civil penalties from a city that posts a Penal Code 30.06
notice prohibiting licensed carry if doing so is allowed by law in that area.

As written, the law applies only to a concealed handgun sign under Texas Penal Code Section
30.06. However, Texas attorney general opinion KP-0049 seems to incorrectly expand the attorney
general’s authority to include any sign relating to prohibiting firearms. The opinion also expands
the attorney general’s authority to investigate oral notice that carry is prohibited.

The attorney general’s office has a web page that has been accepting complaints against cities
and other political subdivisions for some time now, and it appears the investigations have begun
in earnest.

If your city is contacted by the attorney general’s office and has questions about whether a sign
is in the correct location, contact your city attorney or Scott Houston, TML general counsel, at
shouston@tml.org or 512-231-7400.

It appears that the attorney general’s office intends to informally resolve any complaints, which
means communication with the investigator(s) is critical to avoid litigation.


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/GV/htm/GV.411.htm#411.209
https://texasattorneygeneral.gov/opinions/opinions/51paxton/op/2015/kp0049.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/apps/3006/index.php
mailto:shouston@tml.org

Bi-Partisan Congressional Municipal Finance Caucus Launched

Last week, Congressmen from Illinois and Maryland launched the Municipal Finance Caucus to
act as a forum to discuss the opportunities and challenges for states and local governments
relating to bond issuance, including the preservation of the tax exempt municipal bond. They
issued the following press release:

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Representative Randy Hultgren (R - IL) and Dutch
Ruppersberger (D - MD) announced the creation of the Municipal Finance Caucus to
fight for state and local governments’ ability to independently finance projects to keep
their communities strong.

“The survival and reinforcement of municipal finance is important to my district in
Illinois, and to communities throughout the country. Local infrastructure and
improvement projects help the creation of local, good-paying jobs for construction
workers, engineers, pipe fitters, welders, and more. At its heart, a municipal bond
preserves federalism by allowing local communities to raise their own funds and carry
out their own improvements without the help or intrusion of the federal government,”
said Congressman Hultgren. “Over the last twenty years, | have had the privilege of
serving at the local, state, and federal level, and | saw first-hand how important
preserving the strength of municipal finance options can be. This bipartisan caucus will
ensure these issues get the attention they deserve in Congress.”

“Now is the time to be investing in infrastructure and the jobs it creates — not limit it,”
said Congressman Ruppersberger. “Municipal bonds are the single most important tool
in the country for financing new roads, schools, hospitals and more. | am excited to be a
founding member of this bipartisan caucus to fight efforts to reduce and even eliminate
the tax incentives associated with this common sense, job-creating tool.”

Background:

The purpose of the Municipal Finance Caucus is to act as a forum to discuss the
opportunities and challenges for states and local governments to independently fund
initiatives that will strengthen their communities, and to advocate for bipartisan policies
that enhance their access to the capital markets. Key issues that merit strong
consideration include: protecting the tax exempt status of municipal debt, understanding
how financial regulations treat such debt, and ensuring there is a robust market for
municipal securities.

Last year, Reps. Hultgren and Ruppersberger sent a bipartisan letter to House leadership
in support of municipal finance. Joined by 122 of their colleagues (63 Democrats, 61
Republicans in total), the letter asked leadership to reject any proposal to cap or
eliminate the deduction on tax-exempt municipal bonds used to finance the vast
majority of infrastructure projects in America’s communities. They led a similar
letter in the 113th Congress.



https://hultgren.house.gov/sites/hultgren.house.gov/files/2015-04-15_Letter_Muni_Finance_Exemption.pdf
https://hultgren.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hultgren-ruppersberger-lead-bipartisan-effort-to-keep-municipal-bonds-tax
https://hultgren.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/hultgren-ruppersberger-lead-bipartisan-effort-to-keep-municipal-bonds-tax

Congressman Hultgren, a member of the House Financial Services Committee, has been
a leader on additional municipal finance issues while serving in Congress. He
introduced the Modernizing American Manufacturing Bonds Act (H.R. 2890) which
expands the number of eligible projects using Industrial Development Bonds, which are
tax-exempt securities issued by governmental entities to finance growth projects.
Hultgren is an original cosponsor of H.R. 2209, which requires the appropriate Federal
banking agencies to treat certain municipal obligations as level 2A liquid assets and
which passed the House without objection in February.

The National League of Cities is encouraging city officials to ask their House members to show
their support for municipal bond authority by joining the caucus.

If your House member is interested in joining the caucus, please advise them to contact Bill
Hulse with Rep. Hultgren’s office at Bill.Hulse@mail.house.gov or Walt Gonzalez with Rep.
Ruppersbergers office at walt.gonzalez@mail.house.gov.

Comments Sought on 2017 State Water Plan

The public comment period for the draft 2017 State Water Plan is now open. The Texas Water
Development Board (TWDB) will receive public comments on the draft plan until 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, April 25, 2016.

The TWDB approved the draft plan at its March 3 meeting in Austin. The plan spells out
approximately 5,500 strategies that Texas communities have recommended to meet their water
needs over the next 50 years.

A public hearing for the draft plan will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 18, 2016, in
Austin at the Stephen F. Austin Building, 1700 North Congress Avenue, Room 170.

Written comments can be submitted via email to Public-Comment@twdb.texas.gov.

For questions regarding the draft plan, please contact Matt Nelson at 512-936-3550 or
Matt.Nelson@twdb.texas.gov.

TML member cities may use the material herein for any
purpose. No other person or entity may reproduce,
duplicate, or distribute any part of this document without
the written authorization of the Texas Municipal League.



mailto:Bill.Hulse@mail.house.gov
mailto:walt.gonzalez@mail.house.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lPxM9eDXIPirhUpYKzUtMMKV1sB5ljcI77Tlw2987nptrozdhfHP_1sfxCjaIBO6c6HVMvDqmLQtnY1v0AkJF5EY_fxu3M7MGNWjR-u5EUIsUECEHRtuJRYZ0hC4ntQbfpFpCIku2UiDSdVmU5VOMCOVFUzhevg1J4EeYFucHOcceoS4CcdBuBANNrOwq8cgr5BWY-rsp7vwW7Ml8flqmm75BGDFsHZ4&c=NQs__dKZrm3g5uWVp17xVI13BGmc4LPKH_Ho1yppFVEAf1qvCh5-FA==&ch=4FXyv-QjE9odpR3MdfvQKh0BS4iuaw2m7sh05-CAx1koX1_AFhxcZA==
mailto:Public-Comment@twdb.texas.gov
mailto:Matt.Nelson@twdb.texas.gov

Texas I-_egiSIﬂ'l'ive

UPDATE

March 18, 2016
Number 11

Government in Sunshine Week

“Sunshine week” is a national media initiative that takes place each March with the goal of
promoting open government. City officials may have noticed newspaper editorials around the
state supporting the public’s right to know. For example, one editorial asserts that:

You needn’t look so high to find examples of government subdivisions violating the
letter or the spirit of open government laws, however. About every week, some school
board or city council tries to hold an illegal closed session or some police department
tries to withhold public information. Every time the Legislature convenes, the Texas
Municipal League or some similar organization attempts to weaken the laws through
amendment.

The editor who wrote the above clearly doesn’t understand the purpose of the League. A former
League attorney wrote a paper many years ago for cities titled “The Information Business.” His
premise was that cities aren’t only in the street, public safety, and water and sewer business.
Providing information is also a core city function.

One purpose of the League is to advocate for reasonable laws, including open government laws.
But its legislative program has never been forged by “the forces of secrecy” as insinuated in the
same editorial. In fact, another purpose of the League is to educate city officials about open
government and other laws. In addition to frequent training, TML attorneys answer hundreds of
open government questions each month from city officials who want to comply with the laws.

Perhaps, instead of vilifying city officials, certain editors should commend those city officials in
the information business who go above-and-beyond to keep local democracy alive.


http://www.galvnews.com/opinion/editorials/free/article_b28aac87-9711-51d6-a631-26dbd90a9fa2.html

Voter ID Still in Court Nearly Five Years L ater

On March 9, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit announced that it will consider en
banc (i.e., all 15 of the justices will review a previous decision made by a three-judge panel)
whether the Texas voter ID law discriminates in violation of the federal VVoting Rights Act.

That announcement from the Fifth Circuit is the latest development in an ongoing legal battle
over the validity of the voter ID law. The following timeline summarizes some of the major
events over the past five years:

May 27, 2011 — Voter ID legislation (S.B. 14) was passed by the Texas Legislature and
signed into law.

March 12, 2012 — The U.S. Department of Justice refused to approve or “preclear” the
voter ID law, stating that it could disenfranchise voters who are racial minorities.

August 30, 2012 — A U.S. federal district court in Washington, D.C. ruled that the voter
ID law violated Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act. This decision was the end-result of a
lawsuit filed by the state seeking preclearance in the D.C. district court.

June 25, 2013 — The U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion in Shelby County v. Holder,
which struck down the “preclearance” portion of the Voting Rights Act. As a result,
federal preclearance for voting changes is no longer required for Texas, and the voter ID
legislation took immediate effect.

October 9, 2014 — A U.S. district judge in Corpus Christi struck down the Texas voter
ID law under a different provision in the Voting Rights Act, concluding that the law: (1)
creates an unconstitutional burden on the right to vote; (2) has an impermissible
discriminatory effect against Hispanics and African-Americans; (3) was imposed with an
unconstitutional discriminatory purpose; and (4) constitutes an unconstitutional poll tax.

October 14, 2014 — The Texas attorney general appealed the district court’s decision and
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals “stayed” the district court’s opinion. The stay meant
that the voter ID law remained in effect to avoid voter confusion in the November 2014
elections.

October 18, 2014 — The stay was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which rejected an
emergency request to prevent the voter ID legislation from going into effect for the 2014
November elections.

August 5, 2015 — A three-judge panel of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously
held that the Texas voter ID law has a “discriminatory effect” and therefore violates the
federal Voting Rights Act. However, the court overturned the district court’s
determinations that the law was enacted with a racially discriminatory purpose and
constitutes an impermissible poll tax.


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/SB00014F.htm
http://static.texastribune.org/media/documents/2011-2775_ltr.pdf
http://sblog.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Texas-v.-Holder-DCt-8-30-12.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-96_6k47.pdf
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/about/newsreleases/2013/062513.shtml
http://electionlawblog.org/wp-content/uploads/20141009-TXID-Opinion.pdf
http://sblog.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/5th-CA-ruling-on-voting-rights-10-14-14.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/14pdf/14a393_08m1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.texastribune.org/media/documents/Veasey_v_Abbott_5th_Circuit_opinion.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.texastribune.org/media/documents/Veasey_v_Abbott_5th_Circuit_opinion.pdf

e March 9, 2016 - The full U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed to review the
panel’s holding as requested by Texas attorney general Ken Paxton.

As it stands now, the voter ID law remains in effect in Texas. Due to the recent vacancy on the
United States Supreme Court, it is possible that the Fifth Circuit’s ruling will represent the last
word on the legality of the Texas voter ID law.

The League will continue to monitor and report on the case.

U.S. DOT Announces $500 Million in Transportation Grants

Last Tuesday, U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Secretary Anthony Foxx announced
that $500 million will be made available for transportation projects across the country under an
eighth round of the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
competitive grant program.

Like the first seven rounds, FY 2016 TIGER discretionary grants will fund capital investments in
surface transportation infrastructure and will be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that
will have a significant impact on the nation, a metropolitan area, or a region.

The grant program will focus on capital projects that generate economic development and
improve access to reliable, safe, and affordable transportation for communities, both urban and
rural.

Since 2009, TIGER has provided nearly $4.6 billion to 381 projects in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Demand has been overwhelming, and — during the previous seven
rounds — the DOT received more than 6,700 applications requesting more than $134 billion for
transportation projects across the country.

TIGER applications are due April 29, 2016. For more information on how to apply, please visit
www.transportation.qov/TIGER.

This article was reprinted with permission from the National League of Cities.

TML member cities may use the material herein for any
purpose. No other person or entity may reproduce,
duplicate, or distribute any part of this document without
the written authorization of the Texas Municipal League.
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Merle Aaron
Mayor
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